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T he Missouri Joint 
Municipal Electric Utility 
Commission is pleased to 
announce that the Plum Point 
Generating Station (Plum 
Point), the new 665-megawatt 
generating unit at Osceola, 
Arkansas, began commercial 
production of electricity on 
September 1, 2010.  It had  
previously been declared ñin-
serviceò for testing since August 
13, 2010 with MJMEUC cities 
receiving power on the 
commercial production date.   
  

Plum Point will provide reliable, low -cost electricity for MJMEUC members in 
North Little Rock, Osceola and Piggott, Arkansas and Carthage, Kennett, Malden, 
and Poplar Bluff, Missouri, plus all thirty -five members of the Missouri Public 
Energy Pool #1 (MoPEP). Utilizing proven, pulverized coal boiler technology 
along with advanced emission controls, Plum Point is one of the cleanest coal-
fired plants in the U.S.  The unit will stabilize and strengthen the outlook of all 
the MJMEUC participants.  For MoPEP, Plum Point adds 50MW of capacity 
which could annually produce over 17% of the 2009 annual energy used by the 
Pool.  Replacing market based power purchase agreements with cost based assets 
ï like Plum Point ï will provide cost reductions and long term stability for 
MoPEP. Similar advantages exist for the other municipalities in the project.  

 . . . continued on page 6 
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O n one of my recent series of member visits, I was in 
the western part of the state in the office of a Public 
Utilities Director discussing some of the challenges that he 
and his community were facing with their sewer system.  
Like some of our member communities, they have sewer 
lines that are broken and cracked so that inflow and 
infiltration (I&I) is a problem they are trying to correct.  
 
Our discussion soon turned to our upcoming conference.  
My friend offered that he was really trying to find the 
money in the budget to go, but the final decision was going 
to depend on how much some upcoming sewer repairs 

were going to cost.  ñAfter allò, he observed, ñI figure it 
will cost me at least $500 to attend with registration and 
hotel.  And with that money I could repair two more 
sections of [sewer] pipe.ò 
 
On the surface, one might call that a selfless public 
servant.  Here is a working supervisor in a small 
community who is willing to give up attending the annual 
conference in order to spread his limited repair budget 
just a little further.  
 
Regrettably, his decision is likely to cost his community 
far more than the $500 in sewer pipe that heôll bury in the 
ground in August, September or October.  And theyôll still 
be far from finished.  
 
Heôs going to lose out on the opportunity to visit with 
vendors from all over the Midwest who may be able to 
show him how to stretch his maintenance and operations 
budget far more than the cost of the conference with some 
of their products and services.   
 
Heôs going to lose out on Collecting Successful Ideas (CSI) 
from other communities during our Case Study Sessions.  
One town of 5,300 is saving over $24,000 every year in 
operational costs with a simple design change in their 
wastewater system.  I donôt know about you, but Iôm 
always willing to invest $500 to get a $24,000 return on 
my investment, and to receive that return every year.  In 
ten years, thatôs almost a quarter million dollars! 
 
Heôs going to miss the opportunity to hear first hand from 
legislators and regulators about the new rules and laws 
that could be implemented in the next 12 months 
changing how he operates his wastewater or municipal 
water system.  Learning about those potential changes in 
September may help him avoid construction now that will 
have to be modified in a year or two.   And when was the 
last time that properly implementing a new federal or 
state rule only cost $500? 
 
And heôs going to miss the opportunity to learn from 
economic development professionals on how to better 
market the advantages of municipal utility ownership to 
potential new companies that are looking to relocate.  
Missing that new strategy will be bad enough for your 
recruitment efforts, but competing communities are going 
to be using these new strategies against your town.  And 
how much would a new business bring to your tax rolls?   
 
So my friendôs choice is really pretty simple.  He can take 
the $500 and bury a couple of extra sections of sewer 
pipe, or he can turn that $500 into literally tens of 
thousands of dollars of annual benefits for his community 
by actively participating in our conference and putting the 
lessons learned into practice. 
 
What do you think is his best choice?ƴ 

Floyd Gilzow 

COO, Missouri Association of Municipal Utilities 

fgilzow@mpua.org 
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I n the past several months, MPUA staffers have come in 
contact with non -MPUA member municipalities around 
Missouri who ask, ñWhat does my city get for being a 
MPUA member?ò  In what is a series of Alliance Advantage 
articles, we want to remind our cities what they are getting 
by being our member.  Last monthôs article focused on 
advocacy.  This month we will discuss training . 
 

Train(ing): (verb) To make proficient with 
specialized instruction and practice; To coach in 
or accustom to a mode of behavior or 
performance.  
 

MPUA provides many opportunities to become proficient 
in matters of utility management and operation.  From 
poles to policy and casings to customers, MPUA provides 
the necessary information needed to all levels and needs of 
utility employees.  While many merchants might provide 
these same services, we tailor our offerings to your needs ï 
a municipal utility.  
 
Many of the training services we provide begin with the 
well-skilled and expert staff at MPUA and in our member 
cities.  Our training complement relies heavily on the 
expertise that MPUA staff, member cities, and associate 
members bring in the utility, engineering, management, 
business, finance, economic, public administration, policy, 
and communications fields.   
 
MPUA is proactive and responsive to our membersô 
educational needs by helping you keep up-to-date on 
industry developments.  MPUAôs training offers begin with 
an established programmatic complement of apprentice, 

Training and Education  

safety, and online training. In addition, our Fall Annual 
Conference and Technical Days in the Spring feature training 
activities.  We supplement these educational offerings with 
additional workshops throughout the year on needs derived 
from the latest utility developments.  
 
Over the past year, we have held various workshops to 

prepare for and respond to current and ongoing trends in the 

utility sector on topics in the following areas, including but 

not limited to:   

EPA HAP-RICE Rule 

Sewer Line Smoke Testing 

FTC Red Flag Rule 

Electric Grounding 

Handling Difficult Customers 

Natural Gas Prepays 

DNR NPDES Permitting 

Advanced Asset Management 

Power Supply 

Pole Climbing Safety 

Motor Systems Management 

Trends in Renewable and Wind Generation 

Geographic Information Systems 

Sewer Cleaning & Video Inspection 

Tool Safety  

In addition, MPUA staff has made numerous presentations 
on federal and state policy and regulatory matters to educate 
City Councils and Utility Boards on current trends  

 . . . continued on page 16 
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E PAôs new draft strategic plan for cleaning Americaôs 
waterways identifies municipal wastewater and stormwater 
run -off as two of the five major national sources of water 
degradation.    The recently released draft plan outlines the 
agencyôs priorities in the coming months and years to 
address those sources through stricter implementation of 
sections of the Clean Water Act (CWA).  EPA Administrator 
Lisa Jackson called the plan ñthe beginning of a more 
meaningful conversation with our partners.ò 
 
Municipal wastewater treatment plants will be subject to 
closer attention under the plan as the agency mounts an 
increased effort to reduce the pollutant discharge levels 
into the nationôs rivers, streams and lakes.  The plan calls 
for new restrictions on sanitary sewer overflows and the 
release of partially treated wastewater from treatment 
plants.   
 
The nine page plan says that future regulations could 
require increased public notices when overflows occur, 

increased penalties for failure to properly operate and 
maintain plants, and new limitations on peak wet weather 
flows at treatment plants.  Officials also say they want to 
explore greater use of ñgreen infrastructure techniquesò in 
combined sewer overflow control plans.  Additionally the 
plan calls for ramped up efforts to insure that states are 
fully implementing federal anti -degradation policies. 
 
The agency appears to be considering broadening 
stormwater permits into currently unregulated areas, 
although those areas were not specifically defined.  The 
plan does call for performance standards for stormwater 
discharges from newly developed and redeveloped sites to 
reduce pollutant discharge, possibly by use of green 
infrastructure techniques.  
 
The plan identifies a need for additional assessment and 
classification work on the nationôs waters.  This is intended  
to provide a better water quality baseline.  The 
assessments will be used to document changes in water 
quality and characteristics as stricter limits on discharges 
are imposed. 
 
The plan, which says there is a need for a revitalized 
approach to the CWA, does not just focus on municipal 
discharges.  It identifies other dischargers and potential 
control strategies for animal agriculture, coal and other 
hard rock mining, the electric utility industry, the oil and 
gas industry. 
 
Administrator Jackson says that ñthere is no silver bullet ï 
no single program or regulation will allow us to accomplish 
our goalò in noting that a wide range of techniques, 
programs and regulations will be used to achieve the goals 
outlined in the Clean Water Act.  
 
The proposed plan comes out of a national conference of 
stakeholders, but does not carry any legal standing.  It sets 
out the agencyôs priorities for potential programs and 
possible future regulations.   
 
The deadline for comments is September 17, 2010.  MPUA 
staff will be following the discussion and submitting 
comments and suggestions as appropriate to help 
regulators better understand the challenges and hurdles 
created for municipalities.  More information on the report 
can be found at http://blog.epa.gov/waterforum/ .   
MPUA members with questions or comments can contact 
either Phil Walsack or Floyd Gilzow.ƴ 


