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A bout 1500 public utility officials from all across 

America joined together in Orlando, FL in late June to 

wrestle with the complexities of electric utility 

management in a soft economy, the uncertainties of 

future federal regulation of the energy sector, and the 

ever growing demands for more sophisticated electric 

service delivery systems. 

But there was also time to celebrate the 70th anniversary 

of the founding of the American Public Power Association.  The group was created with 

the encouragement of the predecessor of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and 

the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) to help cities address the 

shortages of critical components such as copper during the days preceding World War 

II.   In the ensuing years, the APPA has evolved into an organization sponsoring applied 

research, public policy development,  legislative and regulatory advocacy, and 

professional training.  

 . . .Continued on page 4 

APPA President  

Mark Crisson discusses  

the future of APPA  

T he long anticipated generation of clean energy from the City of Lamarôs landfill gas 
project has come to fruition.  The five-year, $6 million project will add 3.2 megawatts of 

clean energy to the Missouri Public Energy Pool (MoPEP).  The additional low-cost 

energy brings MoPEPôs currently operational baseload to 211 MW.   

 

Electric production from the two 1.6 megawatt Caterpillar gas generators came online 

during the week of June 21.  The clean energy will produce enough energy to power 

roughly 2,300 homes.    

. . .  Story and additional pictures continue on page 13 
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A  recent news article underscored a reality that we regularly 

deal with in our personal lives, but one which we often try to 

ignore in the public policy arena: responding to priorities. 

 

The article was about the European Union suspending 

indefinitely a debate over implementing their latest version of a 

carbon tax.  Commissioners had a proposal for a tax of 20 euros 

(about $28) per metric ton of CO2 contained in the fuel.   

Taxation and Customs Union Commissioner Algirdas Ġemeta 

has been asked to investigate the economic impact of the tax in 

relation to the current financial crisis in Europe. 

 

As you may know, a handful of counties have implemented such 

a tax;  France tried and it was ruled unconstitutional; England 

and Ireland are not considering one.  A key issue is international 

competitiveness. 

 

The European Common Market is responding to a priority of 

immediate economic survival as members watch fellow nations 

teeter on the edge of bankruptcy and decide that implementing 

one more environmental restriction may not be the best solution 

to their current problems.   

 

The US Senate is set to take up the issue of an energy bill later 

this year.  There is a perceived priority to force oil companies to 

take steps to insure that offshore oil spills cannot take place in 

the future.  There will probably also be an organized effort to 

expand this bill to limit emissions of carbon dioxide, at least 

from electric power plants.   

 

In considering carbon dioxide policy, Congress needs to consider 

priorities, just as the European Union has.  Our economic 

recovery remains weak at best.  What priorities will truly 

advance the welfare of Americans?  Nutrition, medication, 

education and other basic aspects of quality of life still hang in 

the balance for many American households and communities.   

 

Is it really a priority to reduce what little discretionary income 

remains in the pockets of our regionôs consumers through higher 

utility bills?  It is sometimes easy to forget that 60% of the 

American economy is driven by retail consumer spending. 

 

Is it really a priority to increase the cost of producing American 

goods and services for consumption here and for export 

overseas?  There is virtually no sector of the US economy that 

doesnôt use electric power to produce their products.  Economic 

pressures virtually insure that higher utility costs will be 

reflected in higher market costs. 

 

Is it really a priority to increase the uncertainty of one of the 

building blocks of our economic foundation?    Technology 

doesnôt exist today to reduce emissions at the speed required by 

proposed legislation, and itôs doubtful that crippling our 

economy will produce needed technologies more quickly. 

 

City Councils and Boards of Aldermen evaluate financial and 

economic priorities several times every year.  Our General 

Assembly is in special session right now to decide financial 

priorities for the state in order to retain a major employer.  And 

you and I do it virtually every pay day. 

 

It is time that the US Senate steps back and takes a realistic look 

at the economic priorities facing Americaôs 309 million citizens.  

There are immediate economic problems that demand immediate 

solutions.  Addressing those priorities will set the stage for more 

effective progress on other challenges.ƴ 

A Question of Priorities 
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M issouri is blessed with abundant water resources.  We 

have large rivers, streams, lakes, and high-quality aquifers. 

However, the quantity of these water bodies is not always 

adequate to meet demand during times of drought and/or 

when conflict arises between competing water uses. During 

2006, nearly every county in the state was affected in some 

way by drought - a condition that raised awareness of the 

potential vulnerability to future water supply 

shortages and the need for long-term water 

resource assessment and planning. 

 

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) completed a series of studies to model 

the long-term adequacy of drinking water supply 

reservoirs and groundwater availability 

throughout the State.  DNR has enhanced water 

monitoring capabilities by adding 70 

groundwater observation wells and 31 stream 

gages State-wide.  The wells and gages allow 

DNR to gain a better understand of the effects of 

drought and intensified water use. While the 

monitoring and modeling advances are 

promising, a gap still exists in understanding 

how much water is used; from which geographic 

area; over what time periods; and for what 

purposes.  

 

Uncertainty of how much water is being used 

from the available supply is often likened to 

trying to balance a checkbook without keeping a 

record of what is spent.  Ultimately, this reality 

creates a disadvantage for Missouri when it 

competes with other States that administer water 

rights.  These States often require a precise 

measurement of water use.  They can make a stronger case for 

water needs during interstate water disputes. 

 

Complete and accurate accounting of water use is a major step 

toward developing a meaningful assessment of Missouriôs 

current and future water needs.  Water use data is collected 

and analyzed by the DNRôs Water Resources Center.  The 

Major Water User Law (RSMo 256.400-256.430) requires 

any entity with the capability to withdraw 70 gallons per 

minute or greater (100,000 gallons per day) from any water 

source to register with DNR and report their water use 

annually.  Currently, there are nearly 2,000 active major 

water users comprised of agricultural producers (60 percent), 

municipal water supplies (23 percent), industrial facilities (6 

percent), electric utilities (2 percent) and other recreational 

and domestic users.  Reporting has increased in 

recent years bringing the compliance rate by 

known major water users to an average of 60 

percent.   

Water use reporting provides Missouri with 

critical data for assessing changes and impacts to 

water resources statewide.  Individual water 

users may benefit from water use reporting by 

identifying unintended water losses or overuse 

that result in increased energy use, system 

maintenance or treatment costs.  In addition, 

reporting water use helps to document the water 

needs of users during times of shortage or 

dispute.    

 

DNR does not regulate the amount of water that 

can be withdrawn for use and there is no fee for 

reporting.  Water use registration can be 

completed online, by e-mail, fax, or U.S. mail.  

An intensive effort has been made to facilitate 

annual major water use registration by upgrading 

DNRôs online process.  Registered major water 

users now have access to their well and/or intake 

data as pre-populated fields through the new 

online system.  For additional information or to 

request reporting forms, call the departmentôs 

Water Resources Center at 800-361-4827 or  

573-368-2175.  To report water use or obtain forms online, 

and to view real-time stream and groundwater conditions, 

please visit the Water Resources Centerôs website at: 

dnr.mo.gov/env/wrc/. 

 

Ultimately, reporting municipal water use ensures that 

Missouri cities understand their water resource needs and can 

plan for in the future, thereby staying competitive in the 

global marketplace.ƴ 

GUEST COLUMN 

 

Complete and 

accurate 

accounting of water 

use is a major step 

toward developing 

a meaningful 

assessment of 

Missouriôs current 

and future water 

needs.   

-ÉÓÓÏÕÒÉȭÓ 7ÁÔÅÒ .ÅÅÄÓ 
                                                                                    By:  Ryan Mueller, Director, Water Resources Center,           

                                                                                                                                                     Department of Natural Resources 



 

4 

 . . .APPA Celebrates 70 Years continued from page 1 

During the annual convention, utility managers, local board 

members and others explored topics as different as the 

financial and legal complexities of geologic carbon 

sequestration and the community benefits of using social 

networking tools such as Twitter for better communication 

with customers.  Other topics included implementation of 

Smart Grid, energy efficiency programs, rate setting, impacts 

of customer owned generation, and financial management for 

small community utilities. 

 

Participants also heard from ABC News Senior Correspondent 

Claire Shipman on the implications of todayôs Washington 

political scene, from APPA President Mark Crisson on the 

future of the organization, from political strategist and pollster 

Frank Luntz on how public utilities could improve their 

message, and from Disney Customer Service guru Dennis 

Snow on how to help employees view service through the eyes 

of their customers. 

 

Attendees also took official positions on 13 specific issues as 

well as installing Lonnie Carter, President and CEO of Santee 

Cooper based in Moncks Corner, SC and one of the largest 

municipal utilities in the nation, as the organizationôs new 

Board Chairman.ƴ 

 


