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Within our realm of issues and the legislative committees anc
lawmakers closest to them, we have become an increasing|
respected and influential voice, so | want to say a word of well
earned thanks to those of you who are responsible. As th
MAMU board of directors, you have prioritized building the team
of highly able staff and consultants who represent you in
Jefferson City. Many of you work hard to know and keep in
touch with your local legislators, and some of you participate
actively on the MPUA Legislative Committee that guides our
policy and strategies(Please consider the impact you can make

i i i - on the direction of our state
Expertise, Integrity and Commitment City Utilities of Springfield deserves special commendation and

Strength credit for its leadership and service in this regard.
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None of this is to say that we can determine our own fate in

I Jefferson City. Each session
f hope 63" MPUA bofrg membe&s have mdarked yolur calendarstare different, and municipal uilities will alzﬁa be a small PI yer
or une an made plans ar?mngat etfo?cgs had?ng fh jor s‘f‘é?e% ié/.s Next Vegr whil Be

meet::jgs. er fé(pteﬁtedi,nmlledazje hr?\'::g ? l;usy i?il\r/]d rﬁirIOd?C;'V articularly challenging as term limits produce an unusual numbe
second guarter that has included a number of pOSIUVE MIIESIONESyt o £4cag among legislators and their leadership. This fall we

The preliminary agendas you have received are even more full ;" n asse

o eed to full ss P_
than usual, so weol]l pllan to fa®d Kh%rﬂ;ee anvd(':'prregsurgsr &M ilhiés Yand ?nun%ip%tigs
. . continue to intensify. Fortunately, we have the right people .t
Sev era ! action items appear OHEIp us?}n%ketl?h&% E\sgessPngn% %r%%ﬁy’necegsga?y adﬁxﬁgtr%j
make time for some important informational briefings. Thank you for that and webdl I
Prominent among them will be reports on the Missouri '
legislative session that adjourned last month. | am especially . .
proud of our legislative team and their efforts and results this Kirkwood Honors Electric Department
year. We did not have many major policy objectives at the 9Y LI 28 S é 03 np
opening of the session, but as proposals were introduced by
others it became clear that the interests of municipal utilities and
customers were heavily at stake in many areas.
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Charlie Meier began his career with the City of Kirkwood in
1964 as a meter reader wi Om

Ewell Lawsonds newsletter col GAfin8 203H0qhe yas,honorgd, vith ?_glaqq_eeagq q gtapdir
Committee report will fill you in on those challenges and our ©°vation from his fellow employees, for his 45 years of service t
work on them, so | wonot delRE&LYataspgcial gmployeeservicg recoggition lungheog.
However, one broader point that was particularly impressive to :
me, was the number of times that others sought us out to help
them explain their concerns to lawmakers. It was especially
clear this year that many players in the Capitol believe we have
substantial legislative influence in local government and utility
issues.

Obviously, our influence doesnoét
contributions or hosting fancy parties. Our impact comes from

your dedicated efforts to develop a working relationship with

local legislators, and the geographical breadth of our
organi zati on mat c hearded meputaton fMAMU 6 s
expe_rtise, integrity and a firm commAitment that is public interest Charlie Meier (leff) receives a plague recognizing his 45 years of

or _' ented. . Thatods . wh a.t ma k e_s M e€gerilk Frof iléa Brov&,?Kirkw&Jol‘é &hief&d nftTive dfilkr th
Capitol. People asking for our help this year included public
officials, state agencies and allies in the utility industry and local
government sectors.
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NPDES Permits to Remain in
Jefferson City? or Not

With the failure of the Missouri General Assembly to act

during the waning moments of the 2010 legislature, 7 months
from now DNR will no longer be able to collect fees under the
Clean Water Act. This includes new or renewal NPDES permits
and other construction or operating permits for wastewater
projects, sewer extensions, covered land disturbance project
confined animal feeding operations and a host of other project
requiring governmental oversight.

How municipal utilities will see their regulatory world change on
January 2, 2011 is still unclear and still being negotiated. The
operational uncertainty is likely to create additional headaches
for municipal utility managers.

What we know today is minimal:

U Under existing state law, a permit application cannot be
accepted as complete without a payment from the
applicant.

U Existing NPDES permits are good untii a new
replacement permit is issued.

U Cities cannot be faulted if the agency fails to issue a
permit accepted by the agency.

But what if the city canét fi
accept their payment?
Additionally the elimination

S,
S

federal portion of the program. If EPA were to find Missouri
unable to meet its obligation, the regional office in Kansas City,
KSi EPA Region @ would be required to assume
responsibility for operations. Under previous interpretations, the
State is not allowed to select portions to administer; it is all or
nothing.

There appears to be three separate solutions currently unde
review. One being discussed is a legislative solution in early
January when the new General Assembly reconvenes. Putting ¢
one year extension of fees on a fast track bill would allow
corrective action to be completed as soon as mid February, with
only a slight delay in services. It will be difficult to gauge the
likelihood of this strategy until after the fall elections but should
only be considered a baid approach.

Another is to return program responsibilities to EPA in Kansas
City. The regional office is currently not equipped to offer
permit services to the public. They do have authority to hire
private engineering contractors to do permit work. EPA also
has used private contractors in the past for inspection and
enforcement activities.

A third option, which has some history in Missouri, is for EPA
to pay the state temporarily for carrying out duties which the
state had previously done. As a cost cutting measure during the
last budget crisis, DNR attempted to end a program that did
environmental reviews of federal projects in Missouri. Before
the deadline to end the work, EPA stepped up and authorized
additional federal funds so reviews at the state level could
continue. The cost was significantly smaller than what the two

gencies face today over a sign'gicant gortion of thﬁ Water
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enforcement or inspection programs; however it does eliminatefuture

about hal f of t he programds
personnel and operations. Virtually all of the remainder comes

from Federal support funds which help pay the State to carry out

its delegation of authority to enforce the federal Clean Water
Act.

For those who might be tempted to believe that this will mean
DNR will increase enforcement and penalties to shore up a
sagging bank account, remember that under the Missouri
Constitution all penalties are paid into $whool fund

MPUA staff were actively engaged with DNR at all levels during
the legislative session and the Monday after the legislative
session ended to ascertain future plans and will continue
involvement as details are hammered out. DNR officials say
they will be convening their stakeholder group in the near future
to develop transition plans and Phil Walsack, Floyd Gilzow and
Ewell Lawson will be involved in those discussions.

The future is cloudy forOn®dRb
the larger environmental groups has already announced
intentions to ask EPA Region

tomeet federal requirements for continued operation of the
3
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operational to

funds pay

Review any compliance
negotiated with the department and make sure that
you are up to date.

Review your water permits that exist with the state,
and make sure that you are in compliance with all
your limits and required procedures. If a transfer
back to the federal government occurs, it would not
be out of character for the EPA to do broad based
sweeps to establish a compliance baseline.

If you are scheduled to start renewal on current
permits in the January or February timeframe in
2011, consider the possibility of making your

application in December 2010. Once DNR accepts
your application with fees, your existing permit

will be good, until it is replaced.

Read P yolrt Alfahck © AdvahRthgé N Newsletter
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