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L ast month, | used this space to point out some of the
special advantages to communities served by municipal utilities
during this era in which energy and infrastructure costs are so
largely driven by federal policymaking. Difficult as federal

proposals may be, they often allow local governments and

s mal | utilities appropriate
larger, private entities. Combined with municipal financing
opportunities, our

with the puncheso of federal
leaves municipal managers with plenty of new headaches, but
at least our citizetcustomers can avoid some of the worst
impacts others may suffer.

This month, 1 want to follow up with a few brief reminders of
what it takes to maintain a hometown utility that can provide
this degree of shelter. It boils down primarily to paying
attention to four APO&sO:

Peopled skilled staff and management

Practice®d sound, proven operational systems and
techniques

Plantd responsible infrastructure maintenance

Principald (r eaching for the nAPO

strength

These attributes do more than just assure a healthy utility. They
provide, especially in small communities, the strong core for a
healthy municipal government.

Occasionally, someone new to sizing up municipal situations is
tempted to throw up his hands and claim these operations are
beyond his cityos
Apoorestodo communities have

Any community can meet these requirements if its utility is
allowed to do so. Even where problems and deficiencies have
devel oped, wedve seen i

Where necessary, expertise and economies of scale are
available by partnering or collaborating, usually with other
municipalities. Serving as the mechanism for that municipal
collaboration is what MPUA is all about. Our board leaders
have stepped up Alliance activity to meet the growing
challenges of this new decade. The MPUA Finance Program is
being updated for todayéb

services are being expanded substantially beyond the

fl

capabilitie
al

mpressi

c rEEAEG®PS.e nvironment .

longstanding lineworker programs. This spring features a
March 25th workshop on customer relations issues and two
opportunities for the technical conference, April 22nd in Cuba
or April 29th in Marceline.

Best of all, wedve initiatec
experts into towns that want help identifying issues or
solutions. Working on site, experienced personnel from
municipal utilities or MPUA staff and consultants can help
examine a wide variety of issues. Topics can include items
like energy efficiency of municipal facilities or financial
planning. For the fifty electric utilities with long term
MJIJMEUC power supply contracts, a broad review of the
electric system is available, customized to focus on the issues
of greatest local interest.

exi bility that canot be gr
As compared to our situation going into the past decade of

communiti edeguaiory and qnarket changes, Missousi gnginicipal gtiljtiest

e yell pagitioped fodfaces g, new desagde ghead.y Working
together has given us a stronger voice to influence government

policy and better tools to cope with changes. Most electric
systems have secured long term arrangements providing a
stronger base for predictabi
resources. Whatever the new decade brings, we know that
working with hometown neighbors and colleagues committed
to the same principle is our best path to security and

progress. Yy
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Duncan Klncheloe General Manager and CEO of MPUA (far left),
prepares to speak at a news conference hosted in February by
Congressman lke Skelton (center) and Congresswoman Jo Ann
Emerson (seated) for announcement of their federal legislation
0ft201Ay3 9t! Qa NB3IdAFiGA2y 27F
9YSNE2Y Qa -$pansofed By Lollin Pelietson@R) who

is Chair of the House Agriculture Committee. Skelton is joined at
the podium by Barry Hart CEO of the Association of Missouri
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RESULTS
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T he American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) wil
provide 63 Missouri communities with grants, lnterest
loans, and revolving loan funds for the construction of water al
wastewater projects. Governor Nixon and the Department
Natural Resources (DNR) have issued the final project list. T
ARRA funding amount was $141 Million. DNR matched thi
amount with State resources.

MPUA member cities received a significant portion of th
awards (see table at right). In total, there was $39.07 milli
available for potable water projects. Three MPUA memb
municipalities met the strict funding requirements. F
wastewater projects, Missouri will expend $241.24 millio
Fourteen MPUA member municipalities qualified for funding.

As these ARRA projects get underway, MPUA will docume
our member 6s projects in a
mont hds newsl etter. St ay
Results! oy

MPUA Members

Successfully -Funded
Stimulus Projects

ngé}ag:/:?ster Amount
Aurora $562,100
California $4,578,500
Chillicothe $2,000,000
Clarence $3,383,214
Harrisonville $7,300,000
Houston $3,500,000
Lake Ozark $814,327
Marceline $236,400
Moberly $2,559,000
New Florence $3,000,000
Nixa $757,521
Paris $2,519,200
Thayer $4,250,000
Warsaw $3,774,743
TOTAL $39,234,295
ies Water Projects Amount i

va | " $2,890,800
Cameron $2,781,000
Newburg $324,400

TOTAL $5,996,200

e Central
Power

*Diesel Power Generation up to 2.7 MW
*(as Powet Generation up to 2.0 MW
*Rental Ml oblies utility power modules
*Cumming Paralleling Switchgear
*Cumming Digital Controls

*Remote Monitonng Networking

*24T service by factory trained techs
*Orn-site preventative maintenance

Justin Niehaus

Fower Generation Salas

Curnmmins Central Power

Eansas City * Springfield * Joplin
Phone: 816-414-3252

Fax 816-414-3289

Tustin. d.nichavs@cummrming. cotn
centralpower. cummming. com

SHAFER, KLINE & WARREN, INC.

Forming Partnerships. Delivering Results.

North Kansas

®

City, MO 816.221.6611

Macon, MO 660.385.6441
Chillicothe, MO 660.646.9788
Columbia, MO 573.442.4537

www.skw-inc.com

Engineers | Land Surveyors | Land Planners
Landscape Architects | Construction Observers
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