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MISSOURI  
ADVOCATES JOIN  

CAPITOL  HILL  
RALLY ON 

UTILITY  I SSUES 
Ewell Lawson 

Government Relations & 

Member and Finance Services 

M unicipal utility advocates rallied in Washington, DC during the week of February 22 

ï 25, 2010 as part of the American Public Power Associationôs annual legislative meeting.  

Among them, twelve Missouri delegates made the trip to represent the views of city-owned 

electric systems in Missouri.  MPUA Board members and staff carried out the assignment 

successfully having many encouraging conversations with Members of Congress and 

congressional staff on the positive impact that citizen-owned power has on our stateôs and 

nationós economy and jobs, and on the quality of life for our communities and customers.  It 

was a successful trip.  

 

The MPUA delegates met with all of Missouriôs Congressional delegation and staff.  The 

contingent met with Congressman Ike Skelton of Lexington; Senator Kit Bond of Mexico; 

Congressman Roy Blunt of Springfield; Congressman Russ Carnahan of St. Louis; 

Congresswoman JoAnn Emerson of Cape Girardeau; and Congressman Blaine 

Luetkemeyer of St. Elizabeth.  In addition, the group met with key congressional staff 

from the following offices: Senator Claire McCaskill , Kirkwood; Congressman Lacy 

Clay, St. Louis; Congressman Todd Akin , St. Louis; Congressman Emanuel Cleaver II, 

Kansas City; and Congressman Sam Graves, Tarkio.                       . . . continued on page 6 

MPUA Spring Tech Days  
Focus on Wastewater and Electric Grounding 

April 22 and April 29  

See you at the MPUA 

Board of Directors 

Meetings 
 

March 11, 2010           9:00 a.m. 

Dayôs Inn, Columbia, MO 

M PUA is proud to announce the return of ñSpring Techò training.  ñOne-dayò 

workshops have been organized at two locations with a choice of wastewater or electric 

grounding tracks at both venues.  The trainings are specifically geared for a ñhands onò and 

ñblue jeans and bootsò crowd.  Cuba will host the first workshop on April 22 and Marceline 

will host the second on April 29.  

. . . continued on page  14 
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L ast month, I used this space to point out some of the 

special advantages to communities served by municipal utilities 

during this era in which energy and infrastructure costs are so 

largely driven by federal policymaking.  Difficult as federal 

proposals may be, they often allow local governments and 

small utilities appropriate flexibility that canôt be granted to 

larger, private entities.   Combined with municipal financing 

opportunities, our communities are in a better position to ñroll 

with the punchesò of federal policy more successfully.  It still 

leaves municipal managers with plenty of new headaches, but 

at least our citizen-customers can avoid some of the worst 

impacts others may suffer. 

 

This month, I want to follow up with a few brief reminders of 

what it takes to maintain a hometown utility that can provide 

this degree of shelter.  It boils down primarily to paying 

attention to four ñPôsò: 

 

Peopleðskilled staff and management 

Practicesðsound, proven operational systems and 

techniques 

Plantðresponsible infrastructure maintenance 

Principalð(reaching for the ñPò here) stable financial 

strength  

 

These attributes do more than just assure a healthy utility.  They 

provide, especially in small communities, the strong core for a 

healthy municipal government. 

 

Occasionally, someone new to sizing up municipal situations is 

tempted to throw up his hands and claim these operations are 

beyond his cityôs capabilities.  Many of Missouriôs smallest, 

ñpoorestò communities have already proven that is wrong.     

Any community can meet these requirements if its utility is 

allowed to do so.  Even where problems and deficiencies have 

developed, weôve seen impressive recoveries. 

 

Where necessary, expertise and economies of scale are 

available by partnering or collaborating, usually with other 

municipalities.  Serving as the mechanism for that municipal 

collaboration is what MPUA is all about.  Our board leaders 

have stepped up Alliance activity to meet the growing 

challenges of this new decade.  The MPUA Finance Program is 

being updated for todayôs credit environment.  Training 

services are being expanded substantially beyond the 
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longstanding lineworker programs.  This spring features a 

March 25th workshop on customer relations issues and two 

opportunities for the technical conference, April 22nd in Cuba 

or April 29th in Marceline. 

 

Best of all, weôve initiated new programs to send municipal 

experts into towns that want help identifying issues or 

solutions.  Working on site, experienced personnel from 

municipal utilities or MPUA staff and consultants can help 

examine a wide variety of issues.  Topics can include items 

like energy efficiency of municipal facilities or financial 

planning.  For the fifty electric utilities with long term 

MJMEUC power supply contracts, a broad review of the 

electric system is available, customized to focus on the issues 

of greatest local interest. 

 

As compared to our situation going into the past decade of 

regulatory and market changes, Missouri municipal utilities 

are well positioned to face a new decade ahead.  Working 

together has given us a stronger voice to influence government 

policy and better tools to cope with changes.  Most electric 

systems have secured long term arrangements providing a 

stronger base for predictability in their communityôs energy 

resources.  Whatever the new decade brings, we know that 

working with hometown neighbors and colleagues committed 

to the same principle is our best path to security and 

progress.ƴ 

Duncan Kincheloe, General Manager and CEO of MPUA (far left), 
prepares to speak at a news conference hosted in February by 
Congressman Ike Skelton (center) and Congresswoman Jo Ann 
Emerson (seated)  for  announcement of their federal legislation 
ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ 9t!Ωǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎΦ   {ƪŜƭǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
9ƳŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōƛƭƭ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻ-sponsored by Collin Peterson (D-MN) who 
is Chair of the House Agriculture Committee.  Skelton is joined at 
the podium by Barry Hart CEO of the Association of Missouri 
Electric Co-ops. 
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RECOVERY ACT  

RESULTS  
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       North Kansas City, MO 816.221.6611 

T he American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) will 

provide 63 Missouri communities with grants, low-interest 

loans, and revolving loan funds for the construction of water and 

wastewater projects.  Governor Nixon and the Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) have issued the final project list.  The 

ARRA funding amount was $141 Million.  DNR matched this 

amount with State resources.    

 

MPUA member cities received a significant portion of the 

awards (see table at right).  In total, there was $39.07 million 

available for potable water projects.  Three MPUA member 

municipalities met the strict funding requirements.  For 

wastewater projects, Missouri will expend $241.24 million.  

Fourteen MPUA member municipalities qualified for funding.  

 

As these ARRA projects get underway, MPUA will document 

our memberôs projects in a series of articles beginning in next 

monthôs newsletter.  Stay tuned for more ñRecovery Act 

Results!òƴ 

Wastewater  
Projects  

Amount  

Aurora $562,100 

California $4,578,500 

Chillicothe $2,000,000 

Clarence $3,383,214 

Harrisonville $7,300,000 

Houston $3,500,000 

Lake Ozark $814,327 

Marceline $236,400 

Moberly $2,559,000 

New Florence $3,000,000 

Nixa $757,521 

Paris $2,519,200 

Thayer $4,250,000 

Warsaw $3,774,743 
TOTAL  $39,234,295  

Water Projects Amount 

Ava $2,890,800 

Cameron $2,781,000 

Newburg $324,400 

TOTAL  $5,996,200  

MPUA Members  
Successfully -Funded  

Stimulus Projects  


