
 

  

 

 

 

Mark your calendar now for MPUAôs 10th anniversary conference slated for September 

23-25 at the Lake of the Ozarksô Tan-Tar-A resort.  This annual Missouri event provides 

local leaders and elected officials, utility managers and operators, as well as front line 

and administrative staff an opportunity to learn and confer with national leaders, state 

officials, peer management, and industry trendsetters on the latest happenings and best 

practices in the utility industry. 

Themed ñMunicipal Utilities ï Focused on Local Solutions,ò the conference will feature 

over a dozen sessions on the topics facing the utility industry and specifically, municipal

-owned utilities, covering all facets of utility governance and operations.  Whether your 

interests lie in water, wastewater, natural gas or electric systems, itôs a great tool for 

those in the industry to learn about trends, changes, and new ideas, as well as ways to 

solve common municipal problems while making municipal utilities a community 

solution for its citizens. 

 . . . continued on page 8 
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Two Missourians Recognized    

  Nationally  

 by  

  Public Power  

  Industry  

Two municipal leaders from MPUA affiliated cities were recognized at the American 

Public Power Associationôs (APPA) national conference held June 15-17, 2009 in Salt 

Lake City, Utah.   John Twitty, general manager of City Utilities of Springfield and 

Kenneth Johnson, board president of Carthage Water and Electric, each received 

individual recognition and honors during the June 15-17, 2009 national conference.   The 

national meeting brings together more than 2000 municipal power systems for three days 

of training, association business, and legislative updates. 

 . . . continued on page 9 
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REGULATORY LAW 
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Duncan Kincheloe 

General Manager & CEO 

dkincheloe@mpua.org 

GENERAL 

MANAGERõS MEMO 

Annual Conferences ð Great 

Places to Learn  
 

Having just returned from the American Public Power 

Associationôs annual National Conference, I realize again how 

worthwhile it is to take a few days every year just to immerse 

ourselves in information about the major issues that shape our 

daily work and challenges.  The formal presentations as well as 

the casual discussions with colleagues gathered in Salt Lake 

City last week were terrifically stimulating and informative.   

 

The conference delved into topics ranging from fuel costs, 

financing, and rate issues to workforce training, customer 

relations, and new technologies ï not to mention dozens of new 

regulations and statutes on the horizon.  And those are just a 

few samples from only one day.  These sessions always inspire 

new ideas for our ñto do listò and renewed enthusiasm to attack 

those familiar moldy items on the list. 

 

For the many that are unable to attend a national conference, we 

always try to bring some of the best of these discussions back to 

Missouri for our own MPUA Annual Conference, and this year 

will be no exception.  Weôll cover the hottest topics in water, 

wastewater, natural gas and other utility matters in addition to 

electricity issues.  APPA President Mark Crisson will keynote 

the event and other speakers are also among the top experts in 

their fields.  Whether your responsibility is operational, 

managerial or at the board level, the MPUA Annual Conference 

is one of the most efficient ways to get up-to-date in one short 

trip. 

 

Of course, itôs also great to enjoy the company of friends from 

across the state and build new relationships that we can draw on 

throughout the year as questions arise that we can address more 

effectively together.  The conference is also our time to honor 

colleagues whose service to their communities and peers has 

earned special acknowledgement.  Please participate in this 

yearôs MPUA Achievement Awards by nominating individuals 

who have provided special service in your community or served 

as examples for all of us.  Nomination forms are included with 

this newsletter on pages 17 and 18. 

 

At the national conference last month John Twitty of 

Springfield and Ken Johnson of Carthage received very special 

awards recognizing their achievements and years of special 

leadership.  The Alex Radin Award presented to John is the 

highest honor that APPA bestows.  Both of these great 

gentlemen provide great service to their communities and have 

done so for years.  But they didnôt develop all their capabilities, 

dedication and insightful leadership by just staying in 

Springfield or Carthage.  Both are quick to credit colleagues 

developed and lessons shared during opportunities like weôll all 

have at the MPUA Annual Conference this September 23-25.  

We hope you can make plans to join us there!ƴ 

At the Missouri Public Service Commission (PSC), the 

Commission held its annual ñState of the Electric Industryò 

event on June 22.  The event was well attended by both 

municipals, cooperatives, and investor owned utilities.  The 

theme was common from all presenters; that proposed carbon 

legislation was likely to unfairly shift costs to Missouri from 

other states.  The event captured the similarities of many of the 

problems being faced by both investor owned utilities as well as 

non-profit utilities. 

 

The Empire District Electricôs (Empire) Fuel Adjustment Clause 

(FAC) increase request was approved by the PSC this month.  

The FAC represents increases in fuel expenses incurred by 

Empire, and this increase was largely related to the extended 

outage at the Iatan 1 generator.  The average residential user will 

see an increase of approximately $0.87 per month on their bill.  

 

In Kansas City Power & Lightôs GMOôs (KCP&L Greater 

Missouri Operations, formerly Aquila) recent rate case at the 

PSC, the parties to the case entered into a stipulation in which 

KCP&L GMOôs rates will be increased by $48 million in its 

former Missouri Public Service territory, and by $15 million in 

its former St. Joseph Light & Power service territory.  The 

average residential user in the former Missouri Public Service 

territory will see an increase in rates of $9.13 per month, or 

10.46 percent increase.  The average residential user in the 

former St. Joseph Light & Power service territory will see their 

rates go up approximately $8.58 per month, or a 11.85 percent 

increase. 

 

In news at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), 

MJMEUCôs request that wholesale customers of KCP&L GMO 

(KCP&L Greater Missouri Operations, formerly Aquila) be 

treated in the same manner as bundled network customers in 

regards to cost sharing of transmission upgrades was granted in 

KCP&L GMOôs request to FERC to join the Southwest Power 

Pool (SPP).   

 . . . continued on page 16 
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MPUA Study Leads  

Cap and Trade Story  

 
Missouri Utilities Concerned About Federal Climate Bill 

 

 

APðJEFFERSON CITY:   Missouri utility officials expressed 

concern Monday that customers could pay more under federal 

legislation that would limit carbon emissions. 

 

Their comments came during a forum Monday at which utility 

officials gave presentations for regulators and some lawmakers 

about the potential fallout from the federal climate bill and 

detailed some efforts to respond, such as using more renewable 

resources. 

 

An analysis by a trade group for municipal utilities estimates that 

a federal cap-and-trade system for carbon emissions could 

increase the average electric rate in Missouri by 10 percent in 

2015, compared with 2005. In 2020, the increase would be 17 

percent, and by 2030, rates would be 82 percent higher, the study 

found. 

 

The Missouri Public Utility Alliance, which presented the study 

during the forum in Jefferson City, said it feared those numbers 

are optimistic. 

 

"When I saw the results of this study, I lost the ability to breathe 

too," said Duncan Kincheloe, the organization's general manager 

and CEO. 

 

The federal climate bill seeks to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 

17 percent from 2005 levels by 2020 and 83 percent by 2050 

through a cap-and-trade program that allows pollution permits to 

be bought and sold. It also requires electric to utilities produce at 

least 12 percent of their power from renewable sources, such 

wind and solar energy, by 2020, and an additional 8 percent in 

energy efficiency savings. The bill cleared a key House 

committee last month. 

 

"We kind of have an idea that there is this train that is about to 

leave the station from Washington. It's going to be headed 

straight for us, and do we really have a plan on what we're going 

to do about it?" said Public Service Commission Chairman 

Robert M. Clayton III. "We use a lot of coal here; we have a lot 

of carbon emissions." 

 

The federal climate bill is sponsored by Democratic Reps. Henry 

Waxman, of California, and Edward Markey, of Massachusetts. 

Waxman has said the bill is a decisive act to deal with global 

warming and improve the country's energy security. He predicted 

it would make the U.S. a global leader in clean energy jobs. 

 

Under the proposed cap-and-trade system, allowances for carbon 

emissions would be distributed under a formula. Missouri utility 

officials said that system is unfair. 

Missouri would receive 64 percent of the allowances it needs, 

while the rest would need to be bought, said Barry Hart, the 

executive vice president and CEO for the Association of 

Missouri Electric Cooperatives. But California would receive 

155 percent of the allowances it needs, which would allow it to 

sell the excess. 

  

Also, the Public Utility Alliance study concluded that several 

states, such as California, Washington, Connecticut and New 

Hampshire would see electric rate decreases in the short term. 

 

"Lives are going to change," said Hart, who urged utility groups 

to work with federal leaders to change the legislation so that 

Missouri gets a better deal.ƴ 
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Complete SCADA Systems 
Distributed and Conventional RTUs 
Substation and Distribution Automation 
System Integration and Engineering 
Fiber Optic Installation and Testing 

House Voting on  

Climate Change Bill  
 

By Floyd Gilzow 

Director of Member Relations and Public Affairs 

 

On June 23, 2009 Congressman Henry Waxman who chairs the 

House Energy and Commerce Committee filed a 1200+ page 

substitute version of the committeeôs climate change bill.   The 

bill seeks to reduce green house gas emissions by 17% from 

2005 levels by 2020 and by 83% in 2050.  The bill remains 

largely unchanged but does contain two new significant 

provisions that MPUA staff have been instrumental in pressing. 

 

Working through Rob Talley of Talley and Associates who 

represents the Prairie State Energy Campus project, the 

proposed American Clean Energy and Security Act now 

contains provisions to allow Prairie State and other power 

plants currently under construction to be included in the carbon 

allowance program.  Under previous versions of the bill, 

MoPEP projects like Prairie State, Iatan II, and Plum Point 

would not have received full credit for their operation in 

calculating the number of carbon allowances for participating 

retail distributors, including cities.  Only plants in operation for 

three full years by the end of 2012 would have been able to 

receive a full allocation.  The change now allows a calculated 

value to be substituted as if the plant had been in full operation. 

 

As Director of Public Affairs, I have been active on Capitol Hill 

and by phone explaining to members of Congress and 

congressional staff that the first version of the full bill created a 

windfall for several utilities on the West Coast and New 

England which would translate into billions of dollars in cash 

paid by Midwestern utility customers.  An analysis by MPUA 

Energy Economist Rebecca Atkins projected that one single 

utility on the West Coast would receive almost $5 billion in 

excess emission credits between 2012 and 2025.  Other analysis 

demonstrated the breadth of the regional differences.  The 

disparity issue was specifically cited by House Agriculture 

Committee Chair Colin Peterson as one reason he was opposing 

the bill until it was corrected. 

 

The substitute bill now only allows a utility to receive enough 

allowances to cover their cost of compliance with the emissions 

portion of the law.  Remaining allowances will be redistributed 

to all effected entities based on their emissions. 

 

Duncan Kincheloe, General Manager and CEO of the Alliance 

says MAMU will continue to oppose the bill.  ñWhile some 

provisions of the Waxman-Markey have been significantly 

improved it still remains a deeply flawed approach to controlling 

green house gas emissions.   The amendments have not changed 

the fact that ratepayers in Missouri and other Midwestern states 

still bear an unfair and disproportionate financial burden for this 

federal policy.  There are no provisions to protect local 

employees from unfair competition from companies in China 

and India which will not be paying for their carbon emissions, 

and it fails to limit how expensive carbon allowances can 

become.ò 

 

As this edition of The Alliance Advantage goes to press, 

Congress is set to begin debating the proposed law on Friday 

June 26.  It is not clear what additional changes may be made to 

the bill before it goes to the Senate where the leadership is 

already preparing it for consideration this fall.  Further details 

will be provided in the next edition of The Alliance Advantage 

and during MPUAôs Annual Conference, September 23-25.ƴ 
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               MEMBER RELATIONS NEWS  
 
 

Floyd Gilzow, Director  

Member Relations & Public Affairs 

fgilzow@mpua.org 

A New Tool in the Tool Bag  
 

Celebrities do it.  Politicians are increasingly doing it.  The 

twenty-somethings are certainly doing it.  And now utilities are 

starting to do it. 

 

Whatôs the ñitò?  Itôs Twitter, a free internet-

based service with more than 6 million users by 

one estimate. 

 

Twitter is sometimes referred to as an electronic 

social-networking service, or a micro-blog.  

Essentially itôs a way for one person to let his or 

her ófollowersô know what they are doing at any 

given time.  Messages are limited to 140 

characters, so spelling sometimes gets creative. 

 

So why would a utility have any interest in such a service? 

 

When fierce storms swept through Memphis, TN on Friday, June 

12  this year, more than a quarter of the Memphis  Light, Gas and 

Water Divisionôs 420,000 customers found themselves without 

power.  MLGWôs spokesman Chris Stanley told the local 

newspaper that it would take up to a week to get all the 

customers back on. 

 

Glen Thomas, Supervisor of Communications and Public 

Relations at MLGW swung into action and got updates going on 

the Divisionôs Twitter account explaining the progress of work 

crews and the continuing extent of outages through the 

electronic system as well as the Divisionôs website and the local 

newspaper. 

 

ñOn Wednesday, we had 220 followers on our Twitter account. 

However, since Friday, we have added about 600 followers and 

it's growing exponentially. It has been HUGE in terms of 

customer communications and we have been getting a lot of 

compliments,ò Thomas explained. 

 

The twitter messages to those who signed up 

for the service provided notifications as power 

went back on in sections, and then explained 

why it failed.  There was a regular count of the 

number of outages across the city and how 

many people were affected.  Customers were 

notified of what steps to take to take to prepare 

for power coming back on and how to report 

new outages. 

 

Thomas explained that the added communication was not a 

significant burden, ñI've split the duties in shifts among myself 

and two other employees, with one employee serving as the 

primary ótweeterô." 

 

Messages from MLGW are still available at http://twitter.com/

mlgw  and you can read customer reaction at:  

http://bit.ly/rULQU.ƴ  
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- Phil Walsack 

Mgr. of Environmental Services 

pwalsack@mpua.org 

The Groundwater 

Rule 

 
 

The Groundwater Rule (GWR) was promulgated by U.S. EPA in 

December 2006.  Under the guidelines, the Rule takes effect on 

December 1, 2009, and applies to all public water systems 

serving potable water that have any of the following 

characteristics: 

 

È Systems that rely entirely on one or more groundwater 

sources; 

È Systems that are regulated consecutive systems receiving  

groundwater; or 

È Systems that mix surface and ground water, where  

groundwater is added . 

 

The Groundwater Rule consists of four main elements: 

 

Sanitary Surveys.  The Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) must conduct sanitary surveys of all 

groundwater systems.  A community water system will 

be inspected a minimum of once every three years.  A 

non-community system will be inspected every five 

years. 

 

Source Water Monitoring.  Systems that do not provide a 

99.99% removal (often referred to as logarithmic 

removal of 4 or ñlog-4 removalò) of viruses for each of 

their groundwater sources must conduct source water 

monitoring for E.coli.  Monitoring is triggered when a 

routine sample collected under the Total Coliform Rule 

is found to be positive for total coliform. 

 

Compliance Monitoring.  Water systems may avoid source 

water monitoring by demonstrating a ñ4-log removalò 

for viruses at each of their groundwater sources and by 

conducting daily chlorine residual monitoring. 

 

Corrective Actions.  Systems that have significant 

deficiencies on a sanitary survey or detect fecal 

contamination (positive E. coli. samples) in any of their 

sources must perform one or more of the corrective 

actions listed below: 

 

~correct all significant deficiencies; 

~provide an alternative source of water; 

~eliminate the source of contamination; and /or 

~provide treatment that reliably achieves ñ4-log    

  virus removal.ò 

 

Implementation is just five months away.  It is a good idea to 

start thinking about the following points. 

Notification 

 

In order to avoid the groundwater monitoring requirement, it 

will be necessary to demonstrate that your water system provides 

sufficient disinfection of each groundwater source to ensure ñ4-

log removal of viruses.ò  If you intend to make this 

demonstration, you will need to notify DNR by December 1, 

2009 and begin compliance monitoring.  Engineering 

calculations must be submitted, at the time of notification, so 

that the agency can evaluate the level of treatment. 

 

These calculations need to demonstrate that the groundwater is 

in contact with a sufficient concentration of disinfectant for a 

long enough period of time to inactivate ñ4-logs of virus.ò 

 

Compliance Monitoring 

 

Monitoring is required of water systems that practice ñ4-log 

virus removalò at each of their sources.  When utilizing chlorine 

for treatment, chlorine residual monitoring will be required.  For 

systems serving fewer than 3,300 people, this will consist of a 

daily chlorine residual measurement at or prior to the first 

customerôs tap.  

 

The minimum residual that must be maintained at this 

monitoring location will be determined from the engineering 

calculations discussed previously. The number of monitoring 

locations will depend on the number of sources and whether or 

not flows are combined before reaching a service connection.  If 

your system provides disinfection of all groundwater sources, 

you may want to start thinking about how and where these daily 

residual measurements will be taken. 

 

Water systems serving more than 3,300 people will be required 

to measure chlorine residual continuously and record the lowest 

daily reading.  This may entail the purchase and installation of 

equipment if your system is not currently using a continuous 

chlorine monitor. 

 

Groundwater Monitoring  

 

Water systems that are not providing 4-log treatment of viruses 

at all of their sources or conducting compliance monitoring are 

subject to triggered source water monitoring requirements.  Each 

time a routine Total Coliform Rule sample is positive for total 

coliform, a sample must be analyzed for E.coli within 24 hours. 

The sample must be collected at the source or sources that were 

contributing water at the time and in the area where the positive 

total coliform sample was taken. 

 

Source water samples must be taken prior to any treatment.  

Systems must identify a sampling point for each groundwater 

source. Smooth-nosed sampling taps (no threads on spigot) may 

need to be installed.  Systems that add chlorine down the well 

bore, or near enough to the wellhead that chlorine could 

backflow into the well, will need to develop a procedure for 

purging all chlorine residual prior to taking a triggered source 

water sample. 
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What is Triggered Monitoring? 

  
Each time a routine Total Coliform Rule (TCR) sample is found 

to be positive for total coliform bacteria; it ñtriggersò the 

requirement that a groundwater system must collect a sample 

from each groundwater source in use at the time the positive 

TCR sample was taken.  The system must then have the sample 

analyzed for a fecal indicator.  In Missouri, this is an E.coli 

sample. 

 

The ñtriggeredò source sample must be taken within 24 hours of 

the time the system was notified of the positive routine TCR 

sample. The source sample must be collected at the location prior 

to any treatment so that it will represent the quality of raw 

groundwater. 

 

Systems serving 1,000 or fewer customers may use a source 

sample to meet the GWR triggered monitoring requirement, and 

also to serve as one of the four repeat samples required under the 

TCR.  

 

Larger systems with multiple sources and distribution system 

pressure zones may develop a triggered source water monitoring 

plan.  This plan would identify the source or sources that are tied 

to each TCR sampling site instead of having to sample all of their 

wells.  DNR may require that a representative triggered 

monitoring plan be submitted for agency review and approval.  

 

What is Assessment Source Water Monitoring? 

 

DNR has the authority under the GWR to require assessment 

source water monitoring, if they believe that triggered 

monitoring is not likely to accurately characterize the microbial 

quality of a groundwater source.  Assessment source water 

 

 

  

monitoring could consist of monthly source samples for the 

period of one year. 

 

What if a source sample is E.coli positive? 

 

A system that is notified of an E.coli positive source sample is 

required to provide public notice within 24 hours (see public 

notification templates at www.epa.gov/ogwdw/publicnotification/

compliancehelp_templates.html.) 

 

The system may also be required to take five additional samples 

from the same source within 24 hours and have these analyzed for 

E.coli.  The water system may be directed by DNR to perform 

one or more of the following corrective actions: 

 

È Identify and remove the source of contamination; 

È Provide an alternative water source; 

È Correct any significant deficiencies that could be causing the 

contamination; and/or 

È Provide ñ4-log virus treatmentò and conduct compliance 

monitoring. 

 

If a system is required to take five additional source samples and 

if any of these samples are positive for E. coli, the system must 

perform one or more of the corrective actions listed above.  

 

If completion of corrective actions will require a significant 

period of time, DNR may impose interim public health protection 

measures, such as temporary disinfection of the contaminated 

source. 

 

The work efforts related to the Groundwater Rule are better done 

this summer rather than waiting until winter.ƴ 
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 . . . MPUA Annual Conference contôd from page 1 

Some featured workshop topics include:  

Identifying ways to improve your utility and add value to 

your community 

 

Disaster planning ï How to work with FEMA and SEMA  

 

Stimulus grants and funding ï the latest news! 

 

Utility Accounting 

 

Hands-on field demonstrations 

 

Energy and Climate policy 

 

Smart Grid ï What is it? 

 

Trends in Natural Gas 

 

Metals in Wastewater Effluent 

A  partial listing of speakers include:  

È Mark Crisson , President and CEO of the American 

Public Power Association  

 

È Bert Kalisch, President and CEO of American Public 

Gas Association 

 

È Kiah Harris , Principal, Management Services Group, 

Burns & McDonnell 

 

È Tim Blodgett, Hometown Connections and Mark Petty , 

City of Kirkwood ï Improving utilities and adding 

community value 

 

È Tom Wallace, MEC Water Resources 

 

È Policymakers from the Department of Natural Resources 

The MPUA Annual Conference has been an important resource for 

professionals and leaders in the utility industry in Missouri for 

many years.   Mark your calendars for September 23-25 so that 

you can attend this yearôs conference.   Look for the conference 

registration found as an insert in this monthôs Alliance newsletter 

and register today!ƴ 
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   . . . Two Missourians Recognized contôd from page 1 

 

Kenneth Johnson received the APPA Spence Vanderlinden 

Public Official Award which recognizes elected or appointed 

officials whose contributions to APPA and their communities 

have enhanced the prestige of public power nationally.  Johnson 

has served two terms on the Carthage City Council and then was 

elected Mayor in 1998, serving for eight years. Johnson is a 

former Carthage Citizen of the Year.  Throughout his career, 

Johnson has promoted public power in his community. He has 

led fights against the sale of his utility and against deregulation. 

He also supported state legislation in favor of public/private 

utility joint ventures.  

 

John Twitty was awarded the APPAôs Alex Radin Distinguished 

Service Award.  It is the highest award granted by APPA and is 

bestowed in recognition of exceptional leadership and dedication 

to public power.  In honoring Twitty, Terry Huval, past president 

of APPA and Director of Utilities for Lafayette Utilities System 

in Lafayette, Louisiana, said that Twitty ñexhibited top-notch 

commitment not only to City Utilities, but also to the ideals and 

mission of public power on a larger scale.ò  Prior to joining City 

Utilities in 1991, Twitty served as general manager of Rolla 

Municipal Utilities in Missouri. He has been active on the local, 

state, regional and national level fighting for the best interests of 

local publicly owned electric utilities. Twitty served on the 

APPA Board of Directors from 2001 to 2008 and led the 

organization in the position of Board Chair from 2006 to 2007. In 

2003, Twitty testified on behalf of City Utilities, MPUA, and the 

APPA before the House Subcommittee on Energy and Air 

Quality, advocating comprehensive national energy policy. 

 

In recent years, MPUA also recognized the valuable service of 

these two leaders.  In 2002, Kenneth received the MPUA ñPublic 

Official Awardò and in 2006, John was presented the MPUA 

ñJohn Tinsley Distinguished Service Awardò as recognition for 

their years of service in the Alliance.  

 

In addition to recognizing outstanding leaders in the public power 

utility industry, conferees attended to the business meetings of the 

association, heard from national experts on a number of items 

impacting the electric industry, attended training sessions, and set 

the public policy goals of the national association.  Speakers 

included Michael Leavitt, former Utah governor and, more 

recently, a member of former President George W. Bush's cabinet 

serving as EPA Administrator and as Secretary to Health and 

Human Services; Bob Gilligan, vice president of transmission and 

distribution for GE Energy; Sarah Forbes, a leader at the World 

Resources Instituteôs carbon capture and storage program work; 

and Randy Udall, a leading activist in promoting energy 

sustainability nationally.  Training sessions included programs in 

management and governance; power supply, transmission and 

distribution; energy efficiency; legislative issues; customer 

service; and much more. 

 

Six new policy resolutions were approved by the associationôs 

Legislative & Resolutions (L&R) Committee and conferees 

formally adopted 11 policy resolutions previously approved by 

the L&R Committee in February. The new resolutions support: 

 

È Careful allocation of emission allowances in any cap-and-

trade climate change legislation in accordance with principles 

designed to treat the utility industry fairly in order to protect 

consumers; 

 

È Allowing local utilities to use federal alternative payments 

for compliance with renewable electricity standards to invest 

in local renewable energy projects; 

 

È Eliminating barriers to public-private joint ownership of 

nuclear energy facilities; 

 

È Greater transparency in over-the-counter energy fuels 

markets; 

 

È Appropriate implementation of smart grid technologies; and 

 

È Demand response as a resource in wholesale markets in 

accordance with laws and regulations on aggregation of 

demand response on the systems of public power utilities. 

 

Missouriôs delegation included twenty-six conferees from the 

cities of Carthage, Chillicothe, Columbia, Independence, Kennett, 

Monett, Poplar Bluff, and Springfield City Utilities as well as 

MPUA staff.ƴ 
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 UUCI has 16 graduates from MJMEUC Apprentice Program 
 Congratulations to the following individuals for successfully 

completing the academic requirements of the MJMEUC 
Apprentice Program: 
 
Mike Allen,  Troy Bigham, Billy Evans  Bobby Goines, Dustin Hooten  Mike Johnson Jason Pricket   Brian Smith   

Those completing the Advanced Journeyman Program were: 
 
Brett Adkisson  Quinn Bell Greg Singleton  Matt Treadaway Thurman Tucker Chris Wells Shane Widener   Casey Williams 

MPUA Lining Up an 

Outstanding Slate of 

Conference Speakers  

 
MPUA staff  is putting the finishing touches 

to the 2009 Annual Conference plans and 

excitement is building as the list of speakers 

and workshops expands.  In last monthôs 

newsletter, we announced that Mark Crisson, 

President of APPA, would be a featured 

speaker at conference.  We  are now pleased 

to announce that Bert Kalisch, President and 

CEO of the American Public Gas Associa-

tion, will also be participating. In addition, 

Kiah Harris, Principal, Management Services 

Group at Burns & McDonnell and Tom Wal-

lace, Principal at MEC Water Resources, will 

join this group of outstanding leaders. 

 

Stay tuned for future announcements as addi-

tional speakers and workshops are con-

firmed.  We are focused on making the Tenth 

Annual MPUA Conference the best yet.   

Environmental Upgrades 

Reduce Iatan Emissions  
-stjoenews.net 

June 6-2009 

 

 

IATAN, Mo. ð Kansas City Power & Light officials 

recently rolled out the first phase of environmental 

upgrades at its coal-fired power plant site in northern 

Platte County. A new 850-megawatt coal-fired Iatan II 

plant ð set to go on line in summer 2010 ð will have 

identical environmental controls with the existing Iatan I 

facility. The utility said it has been investing in state-of-

the-art emission control equipment designed to exceed 

current and future government Clean Air requirements. 

Huge FutureGen Project  

Gets Go Ahead 

 

Paves Way for First US Commercial Scale 

Capture and Storage Project 

Washington, DC, June 12,  2009  

U.S. Secretary of Energy Steven Chu today 

announced an agreement with the FutureGen 

Alliance that advances the construction of the 

first commercial scale, fully integrated, carbon 

capture and sequestration project in the 

country in Mattoon, Illinois.  The Energy 

Department said it would commit $1 

billion to the project from federal stimulus 

funds with up to $600 million more 

coming from the FutureGen Alliance, a 

partnership of energy businesses including 

St. Louis-based Peabody Coal, under the 

agreement.  
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- Phil Walsack 

Manager of Environmental Services 

pwalsack@mpua.org 

The City of Ellsinore is located in Carter County about 40 miles 

north of the Missouri / Arkansas border.  The City has a 

population of 370 people.  Residential wastewater is processed at 

the Cityôs oxidation ditch facility.  The facility is designed to 

handle 40,000 gallons per day (GPD).  Currently, the facility 

processes about 30,000 GPD.  Last month, the Cityôs NPDES 

Permit came up for renewal.  The City was notified by the 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) that disinfection of the 

Cityôs wastewater effluent would be necessary in three years.  

Engineering milestones were set for later this year. 

 

MPUA and MEC Water Resources review every memberôs draft 

NPDES Permit as they are posted for public comment by the 

DNR. During Ellsinoreôs permit review, MPUA and MEC Water 

Resources noted that the wastewater facilityôs outfall appeared to 

be further upstream from Cane Creek (a classified water body) 

than DNRôs analysis suggested.  MPUA commented to DNR that 

Ellsinoreôs outfall to receiving stream distance should be mapped 

using DNRôs ArcGIS program (a geographic information 

systems software).  This software provides a much more 

accurate stream mileage calculation than DNRôs older ñpaper-

basedò mapping system.  After review, DNR determined that the 

Cityôs outfall was 2.2 miles upstream of Cane Creek. 

 

It is important to note that a wastewater plantôs effluent does not 

need to be disinfected if it is more than 2.0 miles upstream of a 

classified water body (like Cane Creek).  DNR re-issued the 

Cityôs draft NPDES permit based on MPUA and MEC Water 

Resourcesô work effort.  The newest version of the NPDES 

permit does not included any requirements for disinfection. 

 

Using DNR documents published in June 2009, the capital cost 

of installing ultraviolet disinfection for a city of Ellsinoreôs size 

is $51,700.  Engineering for a project of this size could run 

$30,000.  The annual O&M costs to run a UV disinfection 

system amount to $2,200.  In an email to MPUA, City Clerk 

Lisa Shaffer wrote, ñThank you so much for helping us out.  I 

will be sure and pass this information along to the Board and 

make them aware that it was because of your watchful eye that 

we were spared an unnecessary burdenò. 

 

We thank Ellsinore for their membership!  Membership in 

MPUA pays for those ñwatchful eyesòé. looking out for your 

municipalityôs interest.ƴ 

The Impact of Membership  
 

DNR Reissues Permit/City Saves Money 

- Phil Walsack 

Manager of Environmental Services 

pwalsack@mpua.org 
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- Phil Walsack 

Mgr. of Environmental Services 

pwalsack@mpua.org 

MPUA Members  

Stimulus Funding  
 

Funded List  

Atchison CWWC (W) 

Ava (W) 

Cameron (W) 

Chillicothe (S) 

Clarence (S) 

Harrisonville (S) 

Hayti (W) 

Houston (S) 

Marceline (S) 

Moberly (S) 

Newbury (W) 

New Florence (S) 

Nixa (S) 

Paris (S) 

Plattsburg (W) 

Warsaw (S) 

 

 

Contingency List  

California (S) 

Cameron (W) 

Carl Junction (S) 

Chillicothe (W) 

Columbia (W) 

Craig (W) 

Cuba (S) 

Gallatin (W) 

Hayti (W) 

Higginsville (S) 

Jackson (W & S) 

Kirkwood (W) 

Lake Ozark (S) 

Macon (S) 

Milan (W) 

Monett (W) 

New Madrid (W) 

Nixa (W) 

Poplar Bluff (W) 

Rogersville (W) 

Shelbina (W & S) 

Sikeston (W & S) 

Springfield (W) 

Thayer (S) 

Warsaw (W) 

Waynesville (S) 

West Plains (W) 

 

 

(S) = Sewer Project 

(W) = Water Project 

 

 

Stimulus Funding  
                                              

 

 

                      

 

                                          ARRA Issues Final ñApproved Listò 
 

 

 

 

The American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) provides Missouri communities with 

grant, low-interest loans, and revolving loan funds for the construction of water and wastewater 

projects.  The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has issued the final ñapproved listò (2009 

ARRA Intended Use Plan) which  can be found at http://transform.mo.gov/ (published June 10, 

2009).  The sidebar lists the MPUA members approved for financing as well as MPUA members 

on the contingent list. 

 

 

 

Keys to success 

 

The readiness-to-proceed factor is extremely important in this program.  Director of DNR, Mark 

Templeton and Joe Boland, Director of the Financial Assistance Center, have stressed this 

message to communities:  If your City has made the funded list, make sure that DNR has all of 

the engineering and environmental documents for your project.  DNR will be contacting cites 

to assign a project coordinator in the next several weeks.  It will be vital for communities to keep 

an open line of communication with their project coordinator.  For MPUA member 

municipalities who received an opportunity to have a project funded, we want to remain on the 

funded list!  If you run into issues, please call us so we can assist you. 

 

For cities that are on the contingent list, it is important to continue moving forward.  If your 

anticipated start date can be legitimately accelerated, please inform DNR in writing of your new 

circumstances.  Completion of engineering and environmental documents are the key to success.  

For communities that still need a source of secondary funding, consider the MPUA Finance 

program (see page 23 of this newsletter.) 

 

This is an important time for the Missouri.  Building water and wastewater infrastructure is vital 

to the long-term viability and strength of Missouri municipalities.  The success of the ARRA-

funding program rests on a collaborative partnership between DNR and Missouri cities.  MPUA 

is ready to assist our membership.ƴ 

If your City has made the funded list, make sure that DNR has 

all of the engineering and environmental documents  

for your project.   
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