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INSIDE ADVANTAGE 

O ver 125,000 homes and businesses lost electrical power in 

Southeast, Missouri following a winter ice storm that swept 

through portions of the region leaving as much as three to four 

inches of ice the evening of January 27, 2009.  The ice buildup 

snapped power poles and destroyed both local distribution 

systems and regional transmission lines. 

 

Over 40 utility crews brought staffing and equipment from as far 

away as Minnesota to work under the direction of  MPUAôs 

Mutual Aid Coordinator Mike Conyers to restore services in the 

communities of Thayer, Kennett, Malden, Sikeston, Campbell, 

West Plains, Poplar Bluff and Piggott, Arkansas.  Crews from 

local communities as well as those from Texas, Iowa, Kansas, 

Minnesota and Arkansas worked 16 hour shifts, seven days a 

week on a rotating basis to get local distribution systems totally 

rebuilt in some cases.   

 

It took crews a little more than three weeks to complete the initial 

recovery.  During some of that period, the only communities that 

had even partial electrical power were those who were generating 

it on their own.  Ice buildup had severed connections to more than 

one of the regional electrical grids. 

 

The response was part of the Allianceôs Mutual Aid Agreement in 

which member cities can elect to participate.  Commitments for 

each disaster are made by the sending community based on the 

availability of local resources and current local conditions. 
 . . . Continued on page 18 
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MPUAôs Mutual Aid 
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Crews worked to repair and rebuild  
thousands of power lines which were  
destroyed during the January 27 ice  
storm.  

MISSOURI  

MUNICIPAL  

UTILITIES  

ADVOCATE  

ON  

CAPITOL  

HILL  

 

H undreds of public power supporters rallied on Capital Hill 

during the week of February 23 ï 25, 2009 as part of the 

American Public Power Associationôs annual legislative meeting.  

Among them, seven Missouri utilities made the trip, along with 

Missouri Public Utility Alliance (MPUA) staff, to advocate on 

behalf of city-owned electric systems in Missouri.  MPUA Board 
 . . . Continued on page  5 

- Ewell Lawson 
Government Relations & 
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MPUA Delegates take time out from 
Capitol Hill visits for a photo op 
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- Duncan Kincheloe 

General Manager & CEO 

dkincheloe@mpua.org 

GENERAL MANAGERõS 

MEMO 

Weôre All in the Energy Challenge Together 
 

S ome say that these economically difficult times encourage 

more cooperation among people.  I think maybe theyôre right.  

Many folks are pulling together and helping each other deal 

with tough situations.  Iôve noticed the same is happening 

among our regionôs electric utilities ï municipals, cooperatives 

and investor owned.  We certainly saw it these past few weeks 

as so many dedicated workers struggled to restore service in 

southeast Missouri and northern Arkansas after an incredibly 

horrific ice storm. 

 

Weôre also seeing it as almost all utilities face cost pressures 

that make it hard to avoid substantial and repeated rate 

increases.  Customers can believe it or not, but no utility wants 

to have to increase rates, especially during times that are rough 

on so many families, employers and institutions. 

 

Missouriôs electric utilities are using these challenging times as 

opportunities to work together to improve services to their 

customers..  We share ideas on energy efficiency strategies and 

how to make them work better.  Even so, we have to develop 

new power supplies, and weôre finding how valuable 

collaboration on that can be.  Municipal utilities have been 

working with Empire District and KCP&L on new facilities in 

Arkansas and northwest Missouri that will help meet some of 

our growing needs well into this new century.  Now we have an 

invitation from Ameren to work with them on a second nuclear 

generating unit in Callaway County if that project continues to 

be part of an optimal plan to customersô needs.  We expect to 

accept that invitation on behalf of some municipals and are 

helping explain Amerenôs financing challenges to state 

legislators.  Missouriôs electric cooperatives have expressed 

similar interest in the project, possibly on a larger scale. 

 

The Callaway project, wind power, and other existing 

requirements also contribute to the need for a stronger grid and 

a better linkage between transmission systems, which is another 

necessity calling for collaboration among all utilities.  As 

significant users of the regional grid, municipal utilities are 

prepared to contribute to the planning and costs of essential 

transmission facilities. 

 

On another important front, municipal utility leaders visited our 

congressional delegation in Washington last week and carried 

the same message that all Missouri utilities are voicing: the 

carbon cap-and-trade scheme being shaped by East and West 

Coast politicians will be an economic disaster for our part of the 

country.  By and large, Missouriôs US Senators and 

Representatives understand this issue, but we need to continue to 

reinforce their position with information about the job-

destruction and family budget impacts that current carbon cap-

and-trade proposals will have on the employers and wage 

earners in our communities across the state.  Iôm proud to know 

that Missouriôs cooperatives are in the forefront of their national 

organizationôs impressive political efforts on the issue and we 

will work shoulder-to-shoulder with them to continue to carry 

this message. 

 

Discussion on organizing our efforts to oppose the cap and trade 

proposal was a primary topic at our recent meeting of the 

Consumers Electric Power Association (CEPA), Missouriôs joint 

organization of municipal and cooperative electric utilities.  Our 

April 21 meeting of CEPA at 6:00 p.m. in Jefferson City, which 

is open to all MPUA Members, will be an opportunity to learn 

more about the cost threat and to talk to state officials who can 

cooperate with us to convince the congress to re-shape carbon 

proposals. 

 

We face exciting and daunting challenges in the days ahead.  

Missouriôs municipal utilities are all working diligently today 

with investor owned and cooperatives to use electricity wisely, 

develop more renewable energy resources, and experiment with 

sequestration of carbon dioxide.  As always, efficiency and 

environmental improvements will come from developing and 

deploying new technologiesðnot from imposing harsh costs on 

consumers.   And you can be sure that if past experience is any 

indicator, municipal utilities will be working with their 

counterparts to lead the way to a more sustainable future for our 

owner/customers tomorrow. 

 

 

Take a closer look at the 

schedules for the upcoming March 

Meetings: 
 

Wednesday, March 11 (at MPUA)  
È Member Services Committee         10:00am 

È MoPEP Services & Rates Comm.  10:00am 

È JOC/Executive Committees         1:00 pm 

 

Thursday, March 12 (at Dayôs Inn) 
È MoPEP Pool Meeting          9:00am 

È Boards of Directors MJMEUC, 

 & MAMU            10:00am 

È MGCM  (at MPUA)         12:30pm 

È MJMEUC Renewables Comm.        1:00pm 
 

REMINDER!  
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power 24 hours a day, often without the knowledge of the 

consumer. A flat screen TVôs instant-on feature may require 

more power consumption than what was required to light a 

house in the 50ôs!  Itôs time to take a serious look at what we 

really need to power up.  

Municipals, letôs look at your distribution system. How efficient 

is the distribution system? Check a few indicators:   What is the 

feedersô power factor? How balanced are the phases? What is 

your operating voltage? These are all things that can help to tell 

you how efficient your distribution system is. (By the way if you 

donôt know these answers or how to use the answers to improve 

your system, MPUA can help.) 

The Smart Grid can be a great asset in reducing consumption 

and improving efficient use of electricity. But, letôs look for the 

most cost effective solutions first.  I believe significant 

improvements in the use of electricity can be made by simply 

using your brain and looking at how you, your customers and 

your distribution systems use electricity.   

Eventually the Smart Grid will be here and make sense, but it 

can never replace common sense.  

We need smart use of the grid! 

Smart Grid or  

Smart Grid Use 
 

-John Grotzinger 

Executive Director for Engineering  

& Operations 

  jgrotzinger@mpua.org 

 

 

I  was both entertained and frustrated by the GE commercial 

that played during the recent Super Bowl of the Scarecrow 

bouncing through the substation singing ñif I only had a 

brain.ò (Well, a brain would help him know how dangerous it is 

to play around on a substation.) The intent of the commercial 

was to promote the Smart Grid, but most people donôt 

understand the technology of a Smart Grid, much less why it 

would need a brain.  However, after giving this some thought, 

the message could be directed two ways:  is it the grid or 

something else that needs to be smarter? 

Smart Grid is a hot new buzz word gaining attention in many 

engineering circles especially since President Obamaôs stimulus 

plan directs $11 billion to its development.  In simplest terms, 

think of it in this way ï it could do for control of electric energy 

use what the internet has done for the movement of information 

ï utilitizing high-tech controls and two-way communications.  

It is popular to think Smart Grid represents the high tech 

solution to more efficient use of electricity.  It is popular to 

think of it as the solution to lower demand and improved use of 

electricity.  Yes, improved metering and more intelligent 

control can certainly improve the efficient use of electricity, but 

is the Smart Grid development the next logical step?  While 

many of us love new high-tech gadgets, is this the only (or the 

best) next step to get the most from our electric grid?  Before 

we look to high technology, letôs first take a look at how we use 

electricity.  

Many of us grew up with Dad telling us to turn out the light 

when we left the room, or turn down the heat.  Some of us even 

grew up without air conditioning. Do we watch our 

consumption that closely today? Do you have TVs, computers 

and most lights on in the house at the same timeðmaybe even 

without anyone being there?  Many households do.  

What if we looked at how we use electricity before we rely on 

new technology. Walk through your house or the office slowly 

and look at what lights, appliances, devices and computers are 

on. Are some left on all night without being needed? Do you 

use efficient CFL light bulbs instead of incandescent ones? Are 

your TV, computer equipment and other appliances on a power 

strip that is turned off when not in use? A surprisingly large 

number of electrical products, from TVs, cable boxes and DVD 

players to microwaves and air conditioners, cannot be switched 

off completely without being unplugged. These products draw 
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Complete SCADA Systems 
Distributed and Conventional RTUs 
Substation and Distribution Automation 
System Integration and Engineering 
Fiber Optic Installation and Testing 

               MEMBER RELATIONS NEWS  
 
 

Floyd Gilzow 

Director of Member Relations & 

Public Affairs 

fgilzow@mpua.org 

T wo questions are on the minds of many in public 

administrations:  ñWhereôs the Stimulus Money?ò and ñHow do I 

get our communityôs share of the Stimulus Money?ò. 

 

Simple questions ï tougher answers. 

 

The Basics 

The $787 billion dollars in grants, loans and loan guarantees 

authorized under the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act (ARRA) in mid-February doesnôt have a single office in 

control of distributing the funds.  Congress elected to disperse 

funds through the existing network of programs spread 

throughout the various departments and agencies.   

 

Because of the design of the programs, some money will go 

directly to the states based on prior formulas, such as additional 

capitalization for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund or 

Transportation funding.  Others will be issued as nationally 

competitive grants such as demonstration projects with the Smart 

Grid by the US Department of Energy.  Funds that go directly to 

the states through formulas are getting out of Washington DC 

more quickly than those that will require competitive grant 

programs.  The State of Missouri has already received over $233 

million for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

 

However, just getting it out of Washington is not the final 

solution.  The next step is how quickly can it be dispersed from 

Jefferson City?  Funds for water, wastewater, brownfields, and 

weatherization projects will come through the Missouri 

Department of Natural Resources.  Staff are working  to develop 

the application processes necessary to get projects on their lists 

while still complying with the existing rules of federal programs 

which have been established for decades.  In a number of cases 

processes that are designed to take most of 12 months are being 

redesigned to take place in weeks.  And many questions remain 

unanswered because plans are still being formulated and refined. 

 

Additionally, not all money for one goal goes through one 

program.  For instance, funds for extension of broadband 

services will be distributed through separate agencies in the 

Commerce Department and the Department of Agriculture.  As 

Senator Claire McCaskill (D-MO) recently told MPUA 

representatives in her Washington Office, ñI guess it just made 

too much sense to try to do this (support broadband expansion) 

through one office for Congress to vote for it.ò  Each department 

is formulating its own application processes. 

 

Websites 

Technology will remain the watchword in the administration of 

these funds.  The Obama Administration has established http://

www.Recovery.com as their site for information on federal 

programs, including competitive grants.  Not only can citizens 

track the proposed timeline of the dispersal of funds, they are 

also to be able track which projects have been funded and what 

progress each project has made as the calendar pages progress. 

 

Governor Nixon has established http://transform.mo.gov/ as 

the website for individuals, organizations and communities to 

suggest ways to spend Missouriôs Stimulus.   

 

And DNR has set up http://www.dnr.mo.gov/stimulus/ to 

allow an individual to sign up for updates on individual topics as 

decisions are made and requests for applications are issued.    

MPUA will convey notices from DNR as they are received. 

 

Next Step 
Funds will not be distributed to cities, towns or counties without 

some application to the state or federal agency distributing 

funds.  MPUA will assist communities in identifying potential 

funding sources for utilities related projects. 

 

Monies provided under the ARRA at both the federal and state 

level wonôt meet anticipated needs according to all projections, 

so there will be competition for the limited funds.  Officials are 

suggesting that applicants have all of the following completed, if 

appropriate to their project, by the time they submit their initial 

applications for funds: 

 

È Applications for all necessary state and local 

permits or approvals.  

È Environmental clearances.  

È Engineering (plans and specifications).  

È Passage of the appropriate bond resolutions.  

È Voter authorization for bond issuance (loan 

portion) 

 

Applications will be considered under the timelines approved by 

the various funding sources and ranked according to their 

published criteria. 

The Next Step for the Stimulus 


