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T he Missouri Public Energy Pool #1 (MoPEP) recently reached a significant 

milestone.  With an operational start date of January 1, 2000, the municipal wholesale 

energy pool just completed 10 years of operation. Initially serving 19 cities connected 

solely to the Associated Electric Cooperative (AECI) system, MoPEP now has 35 

members across Missouri and is now connected to every major transmission system in 

the state.    

  

The participating municipals of MoPEP have worked together to built a strong, 

diversified set of power supplies with varied cost factors and expirations.  With an 

operational peak of only 188MW in 2000, MoPEP is now projected at a healthy 

571MW.  Not many endeavors grow by over 300% in just 10 years! 

 . . . Continued on page  7  

   

   MoPEP Celebrates 10 Years! 

John Grotzinger, COO 

jgrotzinger@mpua.org 

Plan to attend the  

              APPA Legislative Rally  
            February  22 -25, Washington DC  

www.appanet.org/events 

  Thereôs still time!  
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-ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ 5ÔÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȡ ! #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ 3ÈÅÌÔÅÒ 
of Local Control in Times of Risk and 

Uncertainty 
 

U tility operators and most electricity customers in our part 

of the country breathed a sigh of relief as 2010 prospects for 

Waxman-Markey cap and trade legislation seemed to go up in 

smoke last month.  Unfortunately, weôve not seen the last of its 

strategy of making new technologies competitive primarily by 

raising our regionôs energy costs.   

 

Even without immediate cap and trade legislation, the future 

remains unusually risky and unclear for most energy 

consumers.  More than ever before, costs and other impacts on 

customers are going to be driven largely by federal legislation 

and regulation.  A myriad of mandates, funding, other 

incentives and regulation is being designed to mold customer 

usage, technology deployment, research and development, 

energy markets, industry structures, and environmental costs.  

Much remains to be determined by Congress or federal 

agencies, but a great deal of new authority has already been 

delegated with mandates to regional and state entities.   

 

ñMain Streetò and the public have barely begun to get any 

inkling of the change on the horizon.  And there will inevitably 

be unintended and unpredictable consequences as well as the 

intended changes.  Transitions are always a fact of life and 

many should have long-run positive impacts, but oncoming 

initiatives will be pushed on customers faster and more bluntly 

than theyôll be comfortable with. 

 

It is during periods like this that communities are grateful to be 

served by municipal utilities.  The most recent parallel was a 

decade ago when Missouri and the rest of the nation were 

tempted to jump into California-style deregulated retail 

competition.  The Enron collapse and other consequences 

occurred in time to warn off Missouri action, but Illinois and 

many other states were swept up in poorly designed change that 

customers came to regret.  Fortunately, deregulated statesô 

municipal utilities were usually able to remain havens of 

protection, shielded from the disastrous mandates.  In Missouri, 

even the unapproved legislative proposals to take our state 

down the California road would have exempted municipal 

utilities. 

 

Duncan Kincheloe 

General Manager & CEO 

dkincheloe@mpua.org 
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Although current threats are more diverse than deregulation, 

municipal status still generally provides two types of protection: 

local control and small scale.  Many federal directives and 

mandates allow local regulators to handle final application and 

implementation of policy.  For most utilities this is a stateôs 

Public Service Commission, but for municipal utilities is it city 

government.  Having served as a state commissioner, I can attest 

that a variety of external pressures and the magnitude of diverse 

service areas produce generalized decisions often insensitive to 

individual considerations.  (Todayôs commissionsô may have 

more difficult challenges because even consumer protection 

agencies now consider their roles laden with more ñvaried public 

interest factors,ò not just straightforward cost minimization.)  

Municipal utility communities have the good fortune to be able 

to weigh and decide these issues close to home. 

 

Smaller scale operations are the second advantage of municipal 

utilities.  Statutes and regulations often exempt small utilities, 

recognizing that cookie-cutter requirements donôt fit small 

entities that may need to pursue goals in different ways or at a 

different pace.  We often work closely with co-op utilities in 

bringing these considerations to the attention of state and federal 

policymakers.  We have had good results enabling municipal 

leaders discretion and flexibility in adopting appropriate public 

strategies. 

 

Weôll say more in next monthôs newsletter and at future MPUA 

meetings about municipal strategies to deal with this decadeôs 

new challenges.  One immediate opportunity to help manage the 

future is the MPUA trip to Washington this month to meet 

Missouriôs congressional delegation and voice our concerns 

directly.  There is still time for you to join us and represent your 

community.  Give us a call if you can join us on the trip. ðItôs 

not the most pleasant time of the year to tromp around 

Washington, but youôll learn a great deal and provide a valuable 

voice for your citizens.  And when itôs time to report back to 

them, youôll be even better prepared to remind them why theyôre 

lucky to be served by a hometown utility!ƴ 
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                       3ÐÒÉÎÇȭÓ Á #ÏÍÉÎȭȡ  
                            Spring Tech Day that is! 
 

                          For the Staff with Boots  

                             on the Ground  
 

 

 

 

 

R eserve a day in April to attend MPUAôs Spring Tech Day 
either April 22nd in Cuba or April 29th in Marceline.   Dual tracks 

during the daylong session are being scheduled for both front-

line wastewater and sewer workers as well as utility linemen.  

Total cost, including lunch and handouts will be $25 per person. 

 

Workers will get ñhands onò training with experts in key fields 

ranging from reducing city liability in responding to a sanitary 

sewer overflow, to using smoke testing in sewer lines and how 

front line employees can use the cityôs NPDES wastewater per-

mit to benefit the community.  MJMEUCôs Lineworkerôs Advi-

sory Committee recommended that this yearôs session focus on 

the techniques and benefits of the various methods of grounding 

trucks, workers, installations and equipment to protect employ-

ees and the public. 

 

The current schedule calls for training to begin at 9:00 AM and 

conclude no later than 3:30 PM.  Similar training will be held 

both in Marceline and in Cuba to make it easier for municipal 

staff to drive in to the location in the morning and return home 

that evening.  It will also reduce downtime for employees in key 

positions where absences longer than a day can cause scheduling 

problems. 

 

The Spring Tech Day will be an annual Alliance sponsored 

event to assist local utilities with a number of training issues and 

will rotate among various media and crafts. 

 

Watch your mail and email in the coming days for additional 

details and registration information.ƴ 

 

 

                                 


